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Christchurch Times - Saturdav 12 September 1 < | Pogescis

POKESDOWN.

“ PrxrcLiey ” is the name decided upon by the
Urban District Council as an alternative to
down, and the County Council have been asked to
ve of it. Even then, the re-named district
will still remain * in the parish of Pokesdown.”l A
rkbha'uwu recently taken om the subject. No
ess than 791 voting papers were sent out, of which
six were returned undelivered, and 102 blank or
spoilt. Of the 102, filty contained writing in favour
retaining the name of Pokeasdownl e voling
on the seven names submitted by the Council was
as follows :—Pinecliff, 192; Boscombe park, 157;
Pinehurst-on-Sea, 83; Stourcliff, 25; Avonhurst,
15; Havenbourne, 8; Portman park, 6.

Mn. Alderman Druitt, of Christochurch, on being
appealcd to as & ratepayer of Pokesdown for his
opinion respecting the proposed re-naming of the
piace, wrote a letter in which he said he did not

find * a tolerableone™ a t the seven saggested
wames. He added that % was not a wood,

nor was it a park, neither had it anything to do
with the Stour, still less with the Avon, and there
was no bourne within iws limita. lHe thought the
name Pokesdowrl was much better than any of those
mentioned in the circular, and went on to say that
Pokcsdown had been in use a number of years, and
that Pokesdown was the name which had been used
in legal matters, and if ¢ future identifica-
tion might prove difficult. He thought the inhabi.
tants would be ill advised to change the name.
With rogard to the derivation ef the name he said
there were a great many downs in the neighboar-
hood, and instancoed Moordown, Wallisdown, and
other places. He said he thought Pokesdowrl was
derived from Peaksdown, it being the first high
ground above th e level of the Stour. In conclusion,
Mr. Druitt said that if Pokesdowr had acquired an
evil reputation /et the Council endeavour to raise
the character of the place and lation, and let
them make its name respectable, but to change the
name to any one of those mentioned in the circular
would cause confusion, and make, if he might ven-
ture to say so, a laughing-stock of the Council in
the whole district to which its doings would extend.
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a change of name for that rising district to
the west of Christchurch, known through
long years as Pokesdown! Some inhabitants
bave begotten a fancy that their locality suf-
fers through a nume they have got to believe
is deficient in euphony and attractiveness;
others declare that the place is without a

‘““down,” and are gulled by the far-fetched
association of * pokes” with “ pigs”; others
continue to love the old name, and quote from
“The Deserted Lover’ that “often change
doth please a woman’s mind,” insinuating
that the new fledged government is as yet still
in its days of effeminancy and caprice. The
locul authority is taking a plebiscife for a new
name, and rumour has it that ** Pinehurst-on-
Sea” 18 popular.  [Pokesdown boasts of its
pines, its wood, and its sea-front—all of which
are iudicated by the proposed new name
Bat, will ¢ver * Pokesdown” sink iuto ob-

livion? Nay,
“ When this body falls in funeral fire,
My name shall live, and my best part aspire.”

Old names, like old prejndices, die hsrd ; the
major part of mankind loves everything that's
old. The origin of most proper names, which
came down to us from remote times, is lost
in an obscurity impossible to penetrate. In-
genious cogitation may do its best, selecting
some specimens to work upon, and yet have
to confess itself baffled. An enthusiast like
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Christchurch Times - Saturday o5 September 1896 < | Pagesors v
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Tre NEW Name.—In an article in the Parish
Magazine, the Rev. Dr. Moore White says the ques-
tion of re-naming the district has been * sprung
upon the ratepayers,” and believes it would have
been better to give three months' notice of the in-
tention to tuke a poll. * Public opinion would then
have had time to form, and fads to die a natural
and becoming death. . . The fact that the
Cohuncil proposes such a long list of heterogeneous
mamcs] some of them adopted on the spur of the
moment, is in itsclf evidence that the matter is not
ripe for decision. If there is to be a change of
Boscombe Marvk. or Boscombe Fast, seems to
us to be the most suitable. All England knows
and appreciates * Sunny Boscombe,” with its dry
soil, bright skies, invigorating climate, and beantiful
surroundings. The ecclesiastical parish of Pokcs-
down includes the greater portion of lloscombe.
. . . andasa matter of fact for all practical

urposes none can teil where Boscombe ends and

begins."” The Vicar's letter has called

forth several rejoinders. One writer asks * where

is the park 2" and urges that the district shonld be

quite distinct from “ Boscombpo,"” arguing in favour
of ** Pinchurst-cn-Sea."

—
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BE-NAMING PORESDOWN

Sm,—Allow me to suggest as an alternative to
the name Pokesdown thas we should ssbetitate for
is the name ** Maybourne.” I think the pronounce-
meut of the name “ Maybouroe " would lollow well
in rhyme, and would be & much prettier name than
Pokesdown. For instance, Southbourne, Maybourne,
Boscombe, Bournemouth, aud Westhourne —

HTE WY —— — — ‘
|

Yoors faishfully,

MARK BRIANT. |,
1

Portsmouth Evening News - Thursday 09 October 1924 | < | Page7of1s
1%_. POKESDOWN RESIDENTS NOT B

LAIR) Lg

= PROUD OF NAME] St
f..;@l\" - " Pakesdown (‘ll:mts!- 1s an ugly pame]: SY
IO} »and should be wiped oftf the map." <h
“ 'Ej]“— | his passage was contained 1 a letter or
"'~‘l ’“ " to Bournemouth Chimber of Trade. e
Fealise To I XN e arc not pl'UU!l Uf 1t. ' Sisl(] d l])CﬂllK’f * Sh
rée are ,f the Chamber. bl

Eng- ' Apother member, however, recalled that
n the ' :he npame was derived from ** Pixies|td
hke 1t | hown," which he thousht was poetical. de
usider | The highly respectuble mms of West| Ll

lt“‘l:c;: Southbourne was suggested as a substitute/} €t
arty ' Sl
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0] It has been suggested that the whole of
==<| the d.strict should be re-named Bournemouth East,
and a correspondent points out bow simple a

division of the Wﬁnr districte,
Bournemouth Ceantral, West—wbich

are already existing—Bournemouth KEest, and
. Bournemouth North, would work out. There is no

doubt the name of Bournmemouth is the one o
made | conjure with in the eyes of visi and the idea
is at least worth consideration. hat say the

people of Boscombe, Pokesdown, and Wiaton ?

Q0| «

Bournemouth Graphic - Thursday 14 August 1902 < | Pagedc

35_‘;(‘) - Pokespown.—Thd name [Pokesdown
and< Which literally means Pigsdown, is to dis-
ing> Aappear. It has certainly been prejudicial

o  to the best interests of this district, and
.. everyone hated it with a perfect hatred.
ilk,  Subject to the postal authorities not object-

. ing, it is to be called Southbourne.
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Mr. Owens, the general manager of ths London
and South West:m Railway Company, has pro-

fnised that the name of the railway station at

Pokesdown shall be altered to BSouthbourne at

once provided that'there is no opposition from the

postal authorities.  Ths name Bournemouth is
also to appear on the notices of all stations within
iont from the ration

the Borough. A-deputati
consisting of Aldermen Bolton and Lawson, and

Councillor Elcock met Mr. Owens, and pointed
Wrﬂ)ilﬁy for imptovi:f the present

Station, or its remov & mors con-
venieng situation; alse the need for providing a

engine:r, to

emalthinto di
| what cotirse to o,nﬂahopwmhadtg‘un-
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With thanks to Reach PLC. Digitised by Findmypast Newspaper Archive Limited. All rights reserved.
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NEW SUPER [CINEMA FOR|:

BOSCOMBE

THE TO ON
MONDAY

Enterprising Owner-Builder at
Bournemouth East

Six months ago not a solitary
brick indicated that another hand-
some super structure was
about to rise in one of the most
populated areas of Bournemouth
East. To-day, there stands a most
on the point of completion a fine new
built on the most up-to-date
lines to accommodate 1,500 patrons

in almost super comfort.

The new building has been named the
[Astoria] and stands on the main Christ-
church Road, at the corner of Queens-
land Road, between Pokesdown Station
and Parkwood Road.
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Brown & Broscomb

LIMITED -
4 & 21, Morley Road, Boscombe East

Teiopbager .~ THE LEADING HOUSE“EOR
ort® ArTisTiIc LEADED LIGHTS

Ui

2

GLENRYNE (Street Plan : Square G10)

g
§ HOMELY PRIVATE HOUSE
Bed-Breakfast or Iate Dinner or High Tea.

§ Five minutes Sea. Garage, two minutes.
Terms : Bed-Breakfast from 22/6 weekly; with Late

§ Dinner or High Tea, trg;n 5/- daily. July and August,

- daily

§ HOME from HOME

§ Mrs. DENYER

)

31, MORLEY ROAD, BOSCOMBE, BOURNEMOUTH




Pokesdown history plaque on Pokesdown Green, next to the Bell Inn.

Photo taken for RPBC, 15th April 2021.

https://roseberypark.org/history/pokesdown-name/



